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"of the Profound is very dull, and that Mr. Pope is the author of
"it." The writer of Gulliveriana is of another opinion; and says,
"the whole, or greatest part, of the merit of this treatise must and
"can only be ascribed to Gulliver11." [Here, gentle reader! can-
not I but smile at the strange blindness and positiveness of men; 5
knowing the said treatise to appertain to none other but to me,
Martinus Scriblerus.]
We are assured, in Mist of June 8, "That his own Plays and
"Farces would better have adorned the Dunciad, than those of
"Mr. Theobald; for he had neither genius for Tragedy nor to
"Comedy." Which whether true or not, is not easy to judge; in
as much as he hath attempted neither. Unless we will take it for
granted, with Mr. Gibber, that his being once very angry at
hearing a friend's Play abused, was an infallible proof the Play
was his own; the said Mr. Gibber thinking it impossible for a 15
man to be much concerned for any but himself: "Now let any
man judge (saith he) "by this concern, who was the true
"mother of the child1?"
But from 'all that hath been said, the discerning reader will
collect, that it little availed our author to have any Gandour, 20
since when he declared he did not write for others, it was not
credited; as little to have any Modesty, since, when he declined
writing in any way himself, the presumption of others was im-
puted to him. If he singly enterprised one great work, he was
taxed of Boldness and Madness to a prodigyk: If he took assist- 25
8 We] Lastly we           12-18 Unless .. . child?] Orn* rjsga.
seems to be no good ground for believing Dennis's charge. See Sherburn,
p. 154. The pamphlet referred to is A Letter from t/te Facetious Doctor Andrew
Tripe, at Bath, to the Venerable Nestor Ironside, 1714. It has also been attributed to
Swift; it is not included in Miscellaneous Works of Dr. William Wagstajft, iya6,>
1-2. author of it <There is nothing in Mist's Journal of this date about the
Profound being "very dull.")
h     Gulliv. p. 336.
12. attempted neither <After the performance of Three Hours after Marriage
Pope seems to have been willing that his share in it should be forgotten, if
possible. Tliis farcical comedy was, no doubt, mainly the work of Gay, but in
the preface he acknowledged the assistance he had received from "two of my
friends," i.e. Pope and Arbuthnot>
1      Gibber's Letter to Mr. P. p. 19.
k    Burnet's Homerides, p. i. of his translation of the Iliad,